THE AMERICAN NOVEL

a time when many orators were still exclaiming, in the ac-
cents of official idealism, over the great deeds and days of
the war. Sinclair had already moved to California, where he
was for some years his own publisher, an immensely busy
writer on various subjects, a gadfly to the respectable, and
a repeated though unsuccessful candidate for high office. Long
regarded as a crank, he came to be generally tolerated and
widely esteemed. His novels were in time more or less lost
in his total career. Nor had they the merit as works of art
which might have made them permanently stand out. Sin-
clair created few characters which live on in the memory,
and few memorable incidents. He told stories with a running
zeal which, exciting or irritating while his books were being
read, left in his readers an effect too dispersed to survive with
the sharp, clear form of masterpieces. But his work taken
as a whole gave him an important standing among the dis-
sident voices of his times.

Robert Herrick (1868-1938), born in Massachusetts, edu-
cated at Harvard, long a professor at the University of Chi-
cago, specially voiced a scholar's conscience disturbed by the
spectacle of a tumultuous generation which he thought too
much undisturbed. Perhaps because of a youth in New Eng-
land, he was acutely sensitive to the atmosphere of affairs in
Chicago, where fortunes came in like a flood before his eyes.
Though he was not a local novelist, and laid his scene in
many places, Chicago was the chief center of his universe.
In that roaring village which so rapidly became a city Herrick
was not blown by the prevailing winds. The vision that fired
the majority of his neighbors seemed to him a dubious mirage,
The Memoirs of an American Citizen (1905) follows a
country youth of good initial impulses through his rise and
progress among the Chicago packers and on to the Senate
of the United States. Here was one of the oldest themes in
literature, one of the themes most certain to succeed with
any public: Dick Whittington, The Industrious Apprentice,
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